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their Fellow fubjeéts, when they ftand in Competition 
with their corrupt Defigns. 


N° 3. Monday, December 12. 








quod Medicorum ¢f,, 
Promittunt Medici. Hor. 





ASS HERE is a general Complaint of A- 

®@ bufes and Corruptions in all. Profeffions s 
which is moft frequently urged by thofe 
Mer themfelves, who are the chief Au- 
thors and Occafions of them. If you 
employ the moft infamous Tool of the 
Law, he will begin with exclaiming againft fov/ Prac- 
tice, and congratulate you on your good Fortune, 
which did not let you fall into the Hands of fome Pet- 
tifecgers about Town. In like manner we never meet 
with the Terms Mercenary Scribblers, Wretched Hack- 
ney-Writers, Sciolifis, Poetafters and fo forth, any 
where fo often as in the Works of thofe miferable Ver- 
min themfelves. What is more common than to hear 
a City Captain inveigh againft our late military Pre- 
motions ? or to fee the Learning, Integrity, and Merit 
of our reverend Prelates call’d in queftion by /itt/: fac- 
tious Le&urers, Curates, and Sermon-F obbers ? 

But the Faculty of Phyfick abounds with Impoftors, 
Cheats, and ignorant Pretenders more than any other 
Profeilion whatfoever, if we may give Credit to the 
conftant Declarations and Complaints of the Prafition- 
ers themfelves; in which Number ] include not only 
Thofe, who call themfelves regular Phyficians, Surge- 
ons, and Apothecaries ; but likewife all Perfons, whe 
make it their Bufinefs to preferve Health, and repair 
human Conttitytions, .Y Rofemary-Lane and Hay- 
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don-Yard in the Minories, to Tom’s Coffee-houfe in Co- 
went-Garden, and from thence to the King’s Afs-hou/e 
in Piccadilly, with all their intermediate Stages and 
Difpenfatories of Medicine ; amongft whom there are 
continual Clafhings, Revilings, and mutual E xproba- 
tions. They are for ever abufing one another as Quacks, 
Exmpericks, and ignorant Pretenders; recommending 
their own Remedies to us as the only origina’ and 
truly prepared Specificks. At the fame time they kindly 
forewarn us to beware of Impoffures, trump’d up in 
Umitation of their approved Remedies ; for which pur- 
gf they direét us very exactly to their Shops or 

oufes, and feal their Preparations with their own 
Goats of Arms, to prevent Counterfeits. 

I defign, in fome future Paper, to examine the Pre- 
&enfions of thefe numberlefs Artifts, and to make a 
faithful Report to the Publick of their feveral Merits ; 
to which end, I fhall enquire into the true Nature of 
Quackery, and expofe Mala Praxis to the World, with. 
out Favour, Prejudice, or Partiality, wherever J find 
it, from the great Leeches of State, down to the hum- 
ble Aftrological Phyficians in Barbican and Moorfields. 
I fhall take no Notice whether they are Graduates or 
not; Fellows of the College, or Licentiates only ; whe- 
ahey loll at Eafe in {pring Chariots, or plod the Streets 
jn a Thread-bare Cloak ; whether their Fee is a Gui- 
nea or a Shilling ; whether they kindly invite you to 
their Houfes at certain Hours, or will hardly come to 
yours, if you fend for thems whether they are favou- 
rite Court-Opifers, Stage-Mountebanks, itinerant Horfe- 
Doétors, peripatetick Tooth-Drawers, Oculifts, Corn- 
Cutters, or Barber-Surgeons; whether they are old 
"Men or old Women ; firft-born or feventh-born Sons. 
¥ thal] make no Diftinétion of Climates in this En- 
guiry, as whether they are Englifb, French, or High- 
German Dottors; nor trouble my Head at what Uni- 
werfities they had their Education; or whether they 
bed it at any, or not; whether they prattife in = 
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lick or private ; whether they trumpet their own Cures 
in the News-papers, or cautioufly murder in fecret, 
and give the World no Account of the Havock, w hich 
they are daily making in this great Metropolis ; — But 
as my only Defign is to diftinguith Merit and deteét 
Impofture, fo I fhall have no Regard to any Thing but 
Truth in this Examination. 

If I find, upon Enquiry, that the famous Mr. Foéa 
Moore has really perform’d fuch Cures with his Worm- 
Powder, and other Medicines, as he affures us he has 
done ; or if the Attefters for Dr. Buggs of Coventry 
prove to be Perfons of Reputation; I fhall make 
no Scruple to give them the Preference to fome grea- 
ter Names, who owe their Succefs to Flattery and 
Adulation, or to the Intereft of particular Factions 
and Cabals. 

I thall judge in the fame impartial Manner of Seig.- 
nior Honorato Fornelle’s never-failing Medicine for the 
Gravel and Stone, which he recommends to the W orld 
by vublickly afluring us, that he is no Phyfician; a De- 
claration, which is fomewhat equivocal, and feems very 
extraordinary in whatfoever Senfe it is to be underitood, 
But tho’ I am fo candid in this Matter, and am re. 
folv’d to adjuft the Merits of all Competitors, by the 
Cures which they perform, without confidering their 
Education, Charaéter, Circumftances, or Profeflions ; 
yet I would advife this Gent/eman (for fo I think he 
calls himfelf) to drop thefe Words in his future Ad- 
vertifements, left they fhould give fome Umbrage to 
the Co//ege, as well as to numberlefs well-meaning 
Perfons in this Kingdom, who are firmly perfuaded 
that it is not abfolutely impoflible for a Phyfician ta 
underftand his Bufinefs. 

I thought it my Duty to give this feafonable Cau- 
tion to a Foreigner (as I fuppole this Gentleman to be 
by his Name) that he might not, by his Ignorance of 
our Cuftoms, draw a powerful Body of Men upon his 
Back, who might, perhaps, prejudice the Publick a- 
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gainft what I am willing to believe a very ufeful and 
excellent Remedy. 

But laying afide all thefe Particulars for the prefent, 
I cannot help diftinguifhing, in this Paper, one of the 
greateft Arcana in Phyfick, which either this or any 
Age has produced, being juftly entitled, 


Catholicon Aureum Bafilicum > Or, 
The Royal GoLpEN Specifick, 


“ HICH is fo well known in al] the Courts 
“< of Europe, and fo highly approved of by 

« the Nobility and Gentry of this Kingdom, for its 
«* wonderful Virtues in all Hypocondriacal and Hy/fe- 
*¢ rical Diftempers, that it is juftly efteemed the 
<* univerfal Medicine ; for it infallibly cures all De- 
« grees of the Spleen, Vapours, and Melancholy, be 
* they of never fo long Duration, or from whatever 
« Caufes they may proceed; whether from an ill 
« State of Health, Indigeftion, and fharp, bilious 
«* Humours ; or from a natural Gloominefs and Sa- 
*« turnine Difpofition of Mind ; or laftly, from Mif- 
«* fortunes in the World, occafioned either by una- 
«« voidable Accidents, or by Luxury, Profufenefs, and 
« Gaming; from all which, this ineftimable Medi- 
« cine gives the Patient a fafe and f{peedy Relief, by 
« rectifying the Juices, purifying the Blood, and 
“ ftrengthning theDigeftion ; fo that all blackThoughts, 
« direful Apprehenfions, and difmal foreboding Fears, 
«« are immediately removed ; in the room whereof 
« fucceeds a new Train of Ideas, which renovate the 
«« whole animal Occonomy, exhilerate the Heart, 
“ occafion brisk and fparkling Imaginations, chearful 
« Dreams, and the moft lively and fanguine Spirits. 
«* Ina Word, it recovers all Perfons, as it were by 
«« Inchantment, from thofe Incumbrances of the 
** Mind, which occafion a dark and fplenatick way 
“ of Thinking, and puts them im a State of perfect 
“6 Sere- 





